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House Bill 2555

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Morris, Linville, MCoy, VanDeWge, Hudgins,
Seaqui st, Hurst, Mrrell, Canpbell, Upthegrove, Chase, and Loom s

Prefiled 01/08/08. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Technol ogy, Energy & Commruni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to developing a one-stop programmatic permt for
the siting of hydrokinetic power projects; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the l|egislature for
state agencies to develop a programmtic permt that expedites the
siting of wave and tidal power projects through a streamining approach
to environnental permt decision making.

To optim ze the devel opnent and siting process for wave and tida
power systens and to provide environnental protection, state regul atory
and natural resource agencies, public and private sector interests,
tribes, I ocal and regional governnents, and applicable federal agencies
must work cooperatively to establish comon goals, mnimze project
siting del ays, develop consistency in the application of environnental
standards, and elimnate duplicative processes through assigned
responsibilities of selected permt drafting and conpliance activities
bet ween state and federal agencies.

Therefore, the wave and tidal power permt streamining work group
is created. The work group shall integrate current environnmental
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standards into a one-stop permtting process. The energy facility site
eval uation council shall convene and staff the work group, and manage
the processes of establishing a streamined wave and tidal power
permtting program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The wave and tidal power permt
stream ining work group created in section 1 of this act shall devel op
uni que one-stop permt processes for both wave power and tidal power
projects. The one-stop permt process nust use interagency review of
wave and tidal power projects to streamine and expedite permt
deci sion making. The work group shall develop a process that allows
for concurrent public review, concurrent public hearings, and a unified
appeal s process of various state regulatory requirenents. The work
group shall <collaborate with appropriate governnental agencies and
stakeholders to identify existing environnmental standards, to assess
the application of those standards, and to develop an integrated
permtting process based wupon environnmental standards and best
managenent practices for wave and tidal power projects that may be
applied with certainty, consistency, and assurance of swift permt
action, while taking into account varying environnental conditions.

(b) By November 15, 2008, the work group shall develop a detail ed
work plan of the process to develop the one-stop programmatic
permtting for wave and tidal projects for review by the |egislature.
The work plan nust be updated every six nonths and provided to the
| egi sl ature. If the work group determnes that additional tinme is
required to develop the one-stop programmatic permtting process for
wave and tidal power projects, the work group shall report to the
| egi slature on the need for additional tinme and update the work plan
accordi ngly.

(c) In creating one-stop progranmmatic permtting processes for wave
and tidal power projects, the work group shall:

(1) Develop and prioritize a |list of permt streamining
opportunities, specifically identifying substantive and procedural
duplications and recomendati ons for resol ving those duplications;

(i) Evaluate flexible approaches that pronote wave and tidal power
devel opnment and protect environmental interests;

(ii1) Make recommendati ons regardi ng where those approaches shoul d
be i npl enent ed,;
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(tv) ldentify whether legislative neasures are required to
i npl enent the one-stop programmatic permtting process for wave and
tidal power projects; and

(v) Determine how to nmaximze possible wuse of progranmatic
approaches to sinplify issuance of federally required permts and
proj ect approvals.

(d) By Decenber 30, 2009, the work group shall provide a fina
report to the legislature on the one-stop progranmmatic permtting
process proposed by the work group as required by this act.

(2)(a) The work group consists of, but is not Ilimted to,
representatives fromthe follow ng entities:

(1) The energy facility site evaluation council;

(11) The departnment of natural resources;

(1i1) The departnent of ecol ogy;

(1v) The departnment of fish and wildlife;

(v) The utilities and transportation conm ssion;

(vi) The departnment of community, trade, and econom ¢ devel opnent;

(vii) The office of regul atory assi stance,;

(viii) A wave power conpany or tidal power conpany, or both;

(ix) A wave power industry association or tidal power industry
associ ation, or both;

(x) Either a state university researching wave power or a state
uni versity researching tidal power, or both;

(xi) The Northwest Indian fisheries conm ssion,;

(xi1) An electrical utility; and

(xiii) A local governnent.

(b) State agencies under (a) of this subsection that are nenbers of
the energy facility site evaluation council under RCW 80.50. 030 shal
provi de their existing designee nenbers to serve on the work group.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires June 30, 2010.

~-- END ---
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