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House Bill 2538

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Seaqui st, VanDeWge, Hasegawa, and Lantz

Prefiled 01/08/08. Read first time 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Technol ogy, Energy & Communi cati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to hydrokinetic energy; creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the gl oba
energy econony is undergoing significant changes creating a situation
where energy prices are increasingly nore expensive and the sources of
energy increasingly |less secure. Additionally, the legislature finds
that there is growi ng concern about the consequences associated wth

greenhouse gas em ssions from conventional sources of energy and the

need for action to address the threats of climte change. The
| egi sl ature finds ocean and tidal resources, as well as other fornms of
hydr oki netic energy, will play an inportant role in providing clean,

carbon-free, reliable, and affordable energy to the citizens of
Washi ngt on. The legislature finds that the devel opnent of wave and
tidal energy technologies in Washington wll create nore highly val ued
green jobs in the state.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to facilitate the
devel opnment of <clean, carbon-free, reliable, and affordable power
sources for the energy needs of Washington's grow ng econony. Also, it
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is the intent of the legislature to help catalyze the energence of a
new water-power industry that is able to export technology and
expertise to the rest of the country and the world. To achi eve these
goal s, the legislature intends to establish a public-private
organi zation that will support a sustainable approach to hydrokinetic
energy developnent ained at economc developnment, environnental
protection, and conmunity stability.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 3 through 5 of this act unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

(1) "Center" neans the Washington state center for excellence in
hydr oki neti c energy.

(2) "Hydrokinetic energy" neans hydroel ectric generation from ocean
waves, tides, and currents, fromfree-flowing rivers and streans, and
from wat er di scharges.

(3) "Water discharges" neans water discharges from agricultural
i ndustrial, and commercial operations, wastewater treatnent plants, or
residential properties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall convene and staff a work group to devel op
t he Washi ngton state center for excellence in hydrokinetic energy.

(2) I'n developing the center, the work group shall ensure that the
center is a public-private entity; and the center supports a
sust ai nabl e approach to hydrokinetic energy developnment ained at
econom ¢ devel opnent, envi ronment al protection, and comunity
stability.

(3) The work group shall make recomendations to the legislature to
i nclude, but not be [imted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) How the center wll conduct and support research and
denonstrations of wave and tidal energy technologies in order to
facilitate the depl oynent and commercialization of these technol ogies
i n Washi ngt on;

(b) How the center will establish and operate wave and tidal energy
test ranges that allow devel opers to denonstrate their wave and tida
ener gy technol ogi es;
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(c) How the center will maintain processes to assist developers in
permtting their wave and tidal energy technol ogies;

(d) How the center wll collect, nmanage, and dissem nate data
necessary to assess statewi de wave and tidal resources;

(e) How the center will pronote Washington as the optimal |ocation
for the developnent of and deploynent of wave and tidal energy
t echnol ogi es;

(f) What the public-private governance structure of the center wll
be, considering as a nodel the |life sciences discovery fund;

(g) How the center will coordinate with other governnental wave and
tidal institutions and initiatives in the Pacific Northwest economc
regi on;

(h) How the center will be funded through either state, federal, or
private sources of funding, or a conmbination of these funding sources;

(i) How the center will assist the state and various other entities
in reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions; and

(j) How the center wll assist other forns of hydrokinetic energy
technologies in addition to wave and tidal energy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The work group created in section 3 of this
act shall consist of, but not be limted to, representatives from

(1) The energy facility site evaluation council;

(2) The departnent of natural resources;

(3) The departnent of ecol ogy;

(4) The departnent of fish and wldlife;

(5) The utilities and transportation conmm ssion;

(6) A wave energy conpany or tidal energy conpany, or both;

(7) A wave energy industry association or tidal energy industry
associ ation, or both;

(8) Either a state or private university researching wave energy or
a state or private university researching tidal energy, or both;

(9) The Northwest Indian fisheries conm ssion;

(10) An electrical utility; and

(11) A local governnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The work group created in section 3 of this
act nust provide a report to the appropriate conmttees of the
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| egislature containing its reconmendations, as well

| egislation inplenenting its recommendati ons,

by Decenber

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act expires July 1, 20009.

~-- END ---
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